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INTRODUCTION 

The  legislative  proposals  in  this  booklet  were  endorsed  by  the 
Board  of  Education  in  October,  1987  and  were  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  November  for  the  1988  legislative  session. 

The  legislative  board  package  for  the  Department  of  Education  is 
the  culmination  of  legislative  recommendations  made  by  the 
Department's  Associate  Commissioners,  Bureau  and  Regional 
Directors,  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Education.  Proposed 
recommendations  are  submitted  to  the  Office  of  Legislative  Affairs 
and  include  a  rationale  and  description  of  need,  background,  and 
cost  if  applicable.  The  Office  of  Legislative  Affairs  and  the  Legal 
Office  review  all  of  the  proposals,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
Commissioner,  make  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Education 
for  their  endorsement.  Consideration  is  given  to  those  legislative 
proposals  that  a)  respond  to  the  continued  legislative  concerns  of 
the  Board  of  Education;  b)  comply  with  the  Board  of  Education's 
existing  education  and  legislative  policy  positions;  c)  provide 
additional  assistance  to  local  school  districts;  and,  d)  impact  a 
wide-ranging  constituency. 

1  


LEGISLATIVE  PROPOSALS  1988 

H  .89  An  Act  Assisting  Cities  and  Towns  in  Meeting  the  Costs  of 
Special  Education  Placements  for  Certain  Children,  would 
provide  financial  assistance  to  local  school  districts  for  special 
education  costs.  The  Department's  current  policy  of  assigning 
the  last  known  residence  of  the  parents  of  "abandoned  children0 
as  the  community  of  responsibility  for  these  children's  special 
education  costs,  in  some  situations,  may  be  unfair  to  that 
community.  The  Board  has  expressed  a  strong  interest  in  having 
the  Commonwealth  assume  the  financial  burden  of  these 
children.  Additionally,  Board  policy  supports  having  the 
Commonwealth  make  a  direct  payment  to  private  residential 
schools  for  its  60  percent  share  of  the  cost  of  such  private  school 
placements.  (Full  text  on  page  4) 


H.90  An  Act  Increasing  Aid  for  School  Construction  would 
correct  an  omission  in  Chapter  394  of  the  Acts  of  1984.  Chapter 
394  provides  60-75  percent  reimbursement  for  school  con- 
struction costs  of  approved  school  projects.  However,  the 
differential  for  K-12  regional  school  districts  was  deleted.  This 
bill  would  restore  that  differential.  (Full  text  on  page  6) 

H.91  An  Act  Relative  to  Education  Reimbursement  Funding 
would  provide  100  percent  reimbursement  to  school  districts  for 
the  cost  of  transporting  pupils  to  reduce  or  eliminate  an 
imbalance  of  minority  students.  Currently,  school  districts  that 
transport  students  to  reduce  imbalance  of  "non-white"  but  not 
of  the  broader  category  qf  "minority"  students  are  entitled  to 
100  percent  transportation  reimbursement.  This  petition  would 
entitle  those  districts  that  are  transporting  students  to  reduce 
minority  imbalance  the  same  rate  of  reimbursement  as  districts 
transporting  students  to  reduce  non-white  imbalance. 

(Full  text  on  page  7) 


H.92  An  Act  Establishing  Improved  Standards  in  Teacher 
Preparation  and  Certification,  would  draw  upon  the  knowledge 
and  experience  of  the  Commonwealth's  teachers  in  the  training 
of  new  teachers  by  establishing  procedures  for  partnerships 
between  new  and  experienced  teachers.  The  legislation  would 
also  strengthen  ties  between  institutions  of  higher  education 
and  local  school  districts  by  permitting  them  to  share  in  the 
preparation  and  the  professional  development  of  certified 
public  school  professionals.  (Full  text  on  page  8) 


H.93  An  Act  Strengthening  Public  School  Finance,  would 
improve  the  effectiveness  of  Chapter  70,  the  School  Finance  Law 
by  making  certain  modifications  to  the  Chapter  70  formula.  The 
legislation  proposes  that  Chapter  70  be  allowed  to  operate 
without  constraints,  be  subject  to  audits  by  the  Department  of 
Education,  and  that  a  separate  program  be  established  for  non- 
educational  purposes.  (Full  text  on  page  12) 


H.94  An  Act  To  Improve  Vocational  Education,  updates  Chapter 
74,  the  Massachusetts  Vocational  Education  law.  The  bill  would 
strengthen  teacher  training,  promote  cooperative  arrangements 
between  school  districts  and  community  colleges,  create  a 
scholarship  program  for  students,  implement  an  equipment 
modernization  grant  program,  and  guarantee  a  minimum  state 
support  level  (35%)  for  all  programs.  (Full  text  on  page  21) 

H.95  An  Act  Establishing  An  Incentive  Grant  Program  to  School 
Districts  to  Provide  Special  Education  in  the  Least  Restrictive 
Environment,  establishes  an  incentive  grant  program  to  local 
school  districts  to  serve  special  education  students  and  students 
with  low  incidence  handicaps  in  the  least  restrictive  environment. 
The  incentive  grant  program  already  exists  in  budget  language; 
House  95  establishes  the  program  in  statute  and  also  broadens  its 
scope  to  include  students  with  low  incidence  handicaps. 

(Full  text  on  page  34) 


H.96  An  Act  Establishing  Additional  Assistance  Educating  For 
Students  Whose  First  Language  Is  Not  English,  would  amend  the 
School  Finance  Law  (Chapter  70)  and  the  Equal  Education 
Opportunity  Grant  Program  Law  (Chapter  70A)  by  granting  an 
additional  pupil  weight  for  students  whose  first  language  is  not 
English  who  are  not  currently  in  Transitional  Bilingual  Education 
(TBE)  Programs  for  legitimate  reasons  and  for  whom  there  is  an 
approved  plan  for  supplemental  educational  services.  Chapter 
70  currently  provides  an  additional  pupil  weight  only  for 
students  in  the  TBE  program.  (Full  text  on  page  35) 


H.97  An  Act  Regarding  the  Filing  of  Reports  by  the  Early 
Childhood  Advisory  Council,  would  change  the  requirement 
for  a  comprehensive  study  and  report  on  future  trends  in  early 
childhood  education  and  day  care  from  an  annual  to  a  bien/iial 
requirement.  (Full  text  on  page  37) 


The  Gommonwealth  of  THassachusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN  ACT  ASSISTING  CITIES  AND  TOWNS  IN  MEETING  THE 
COSTS  OF  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  PLACEMENTS  FOR  CERTAIN 
CHILDREN 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.89 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  71A  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in 
the  1986  official  edition  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  section  5A 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  section:  — 

Section  5A.  Whenever  a  school  age  child  with  special  needs  is 
determined  by  a  school  committee  or  the  bureau  of  special 
education  appeals  to  be  in  need  of  a  special  education  program  at  a 
residential  school  pursuant  to  the  procedures  set  forth  in  regulations 
promulgated  by  the  department,  the  commonwealth  and  school 
committee  shall  be  jointly  obligated  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  program. 
Theschool  committee  shall  pay  forty  percent  of  the  total  cost  of  the 
residential  program  rate  established  by  the  rate  setting  commission, 
and  the  commonwealth  shall  pay  sixty  percent  of  the  total  cost  of 
the  residential  program.  The  commonwealth's  obligation  under 
this  paragraph  shall  become  due  and  payable,  after  approval  and 
verification  provided  in  accordance  with  department  standards,  to 
the  residential  school  within  sixty  days  of  receipt  of  a  request  for 
payment  from  said  school. 

When  a  school  age  child  with  special  needs  residing  in  the 
commonwealth  has  no  father  or  mother  or  guardian  living  in  the 
commonwealth  who  can  be  found  after  reasonable  efforts  to  do  so, 
the  department  will  assign  a  school  committee  to  provide  a  special 
education  program  for  that  child.  If  such  child  isdetermined  bythe 
school  committee  or  the  bureau  of  special  education  appeals  to  be 
in  need  of  a  special  education  program  at  a  day  or  residential 
school,  pursuant  to  the  procedures  set  forth  in  the  regulations 
promulgated  by  the  department,  the  commonwealth  shall  be 
obligated  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  day  or  residential  program  at  the 
rate  established  by  the  rate  setting  commission  under  sections 
thirty-one  to  forty-six,  inclusive,  of  chapter  six  A.  The  common- 


wealth's  obligation  under  this  paragraph  shall  become  due  only 
after  approval  and  verification  by  the  department  that  all  costs 
incurred  herein  are  reasonable  and  are  for  special  education 
programs  at  day  or  residential  schools  provided  in  accordance  with 
the  standards  and  requirements  prescribed  by  the  regulations 
promulgated  under  this  chapter. 

In  undertaking  such  verification  as  may  be  required  under  this 
section,  the  commissioner  may  require  submission  of  any  institution. 

SECTION  2.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  affect  the 
obligation  of  any  agency  of  the  commonwealth  to  pay  for  a 
placement  in  a  day  or  residential  program  made  prior  to  the 
effective  date  of  this  act.  Any  agreement  between  any  agency  of  the 
commonwealth  and  a  school  committee,  whether  formal  or 
informal,  governing  payment  for  services  to  a  special  needs  child 
shall  continue  in  full  force  and  shall  not  be  superseded  by  this  act. 
The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  affect  the  obligation  of  any 
human  services  agency  of  the  commonwealth  to  provide  services 
to  children,  aged  three  to  twenty-two,  inclusive,  under  any 
provision  of  law  in  effect  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  act. 

SECTION  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  July  first,  nineteen 
hundred  and  eighty-eight. 


The  Commonwealth,  of  Massachusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN  ACT    INCREASING  AID  FOR  SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION 


fie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.90 

SECTION  1.  Section  9  of  chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948  as  most 
recently  amended  by  section  3  of  chapter  394  of  the  Acts  of  1984,  is 
hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out  the  second  paragraph  and 
subsection  (d)  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following 
subsections: — 

(a)  The  total  construction  grant  for  any  approved  school  project 
in  any  city,  town,  regional  school  district  that  does  not  include 
grades  kindergarten  through  twelve,  or  county  shall  be  fifty 
percent  of  the  final  approved  costs  of  such  project,  including  costs 
referred  to  in  section  seven,  multiplied  by  a  percentage,  which 
shall  be  the  proportion,  to  the  nearest  tenth  of  one  percent,  which 
the  most  recent  equalized  valuation  per  school  attending  child  for 
the  entire  commonwealth  bears  to  the  most  recent  equalized 
valuation  per  school  attending  child  of  the  city  or  town,  or  in  the 
case  of  such  regional  school  districts,  of  the  towns  comprising  such 
district,  or  in  the  case  of  a  county,  of  the  towns  comprising  such 
county,  provided,  however,  that  no  grant  shall  be  approved  for  any 
amount  less  than  sixty  percent  nor  greater  than  seventy-five 
percent  of  such  approved  costs. 

(b)  The  total  construction  grant  for  the  approved  school  project 
in  a  regional  school  district  that  includes  grades  kindergarten 
through  twelve  shall  be  sixty  percent  of  the  final  approved  cost, 
including  costs  referred  to  in  section  seven,  multiplied  by  a 
percentage,  which  shall  be  the  proportion,  to  the  nearest  tenth  of 
one  percent,  which  the  most  recent  equalized  valuation  per  school 
attending  child  for  the  entire  commonwealth  bears  to  the  most 
recent  equalized  valuation  per  school  attending  child  of  the  towns 
comprising  such  district;  provided,  however,  that  no  grant  shall  be 
approved  for  any  amount  less  than  sixty  percent  nor  greater  than 
seventy-five  percent  of  such  approved  costs. 

SECTION  2.  This  act  shall  apply  to  all  grants  approved  after  June 
25, 1984. 


The  Commonwealth  of  TJflassackusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 


AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN    ACT    RELATIVE  TO   EDUCATION   REIMBURSEMENT 
FUNDING 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.91 

SECTION  1.  The  fourth  paragraph  of  Section  II  of  chapter  15  of 
the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  1986  Official  Edition,  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  the 
following  sentence:  — 

The  commonwealth  shall,  subject  to  appropriation  and  upon  the 
approval  of  the  board,  also  pay  to  a  city,  town  or  regional  district 
school  committee  one  hundred  percent  of  the  cost  of  transportation 
of  pupils  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  or  eliminating  an  imbalance 
of  minority  students,  as  defined  in  regulations  promulgated  under 
the  federal  Emergency  School  Aid  Act,  Title  VII  of  Public  Law 
92-318,  as  amended. 


The  Gommonwealth  of  Ylflassachusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN    ACT    ESTABLISHING  IMPROVED  STANDARDS  IN 
TEACHER  PREPARATION  AND  CERTIFICATION 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.92 

SECTION  1.  The  purpose  of  this  act  is  to  establish  a  new  and 
rigorous  system  of  teacher  preparation  that  will  develop  and 
sustain  an  excellent  and  diverse  teaching  force  in  the  common- 
wealth's public  schools.  The  system  of  teacher  preparation  is 
designed  to  support  and  foster  excellence  in  teacher  performance. 
Drawing  upon  the  strengths  of  the  commonwealth's  current 
teaching  force,  it  seeks  to  assure  that  the  commonwealth  can 
continue  to  provide  highly  trained  teaching  professionals  able  to 
meet  the  challenge  of  an  increasingly  technological,  interconnected 
and  ever  changing  world. 

SECTION  2.  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the 
1986  Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  section  38G 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  section: — 

Section  38G.  The  board  of  education,  hereinafter  referred  to  as 
the  board,  shall  have  authority  to  grant  upon  application  provisional 
and  full  certificates,  as  provided  in  this  section,  to  teachers, 
principals,  supervisors,  directors,  guidance  counselors  and 
directors,  school  psychologists,  school  librarians,  audio-visual 
media  specialists,  unified  media  specialists,  school  business  ad- 
ministrators, superintendents  of  schools  and  assistant  superin- 
tendents of  schools.  Each  application  shall  beaccompanied  by  a  fee 
to  be  determined  annually  by  the  commissioner  of  administration 
under  the  provision  of  section  three  B  of  chapter  seven. 

Any  applicant  shall  be  eligible  for  a  provisional  or  a  full  certificate 
who  satisifies  the  other  requirements  of  this  section  and  who 
furnishes  the  board  with  satisfactory  proof  that  he  (1)  is  an 
American  citizen,  or  is  legally  present  in  the  United  States  and 
possesses  legal  authorization  to  work,  (2)  is  in  good  health, 
provided  that  no  otherwise  qualified  applicant  shall  be  disqualified 
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by  reason  of  handicap,  (3)  is  of  sound  moral  character,  (4)  and 
meets  such  other  requirements  as  to  courses  of  study,  semester 
hours  therein,  experience,  advanced  degrees  and  any  other 
requirements  as  may  be  established  and  put  into  effect  by  the 
board;  provided,  however,  that  no  requirements  respecting  courses 
of  study,  semester  hours  therein,  experience,  advanced  degrees 
and  other  such  requirements  shall  take  effect  prior  to  one  year 
subsequent  to  the  promulgation  of  such  requirements  by  the 
board. 

Except  as  otherwise  provided  by  regulation  of  the  board,  the  first 
certificate  which  the  board  may  grant  to  any  eligible  applicant  shall 
be  a  provisional  teaching  certificate  valid  for  five  years  from  the 
date  thereof.  In  order  to  be  eligible  for  a  provisional  teaching 
certification,  a  person  shall  have  completed  an  undergraduate 
program  or  its  equivalent,  consisting  of  college-based  and  field- 
based,  supervised  studies  meeting  the  standards  and  requirements 
established  by  the  board,  including  such  multiple  measures  of 
teaching  competence  and  potential,  including  but  not  limited  to 
standardized  testing,  as  the  board  shall  determine.  Any  person 
holding  a  provisional  certificate,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  employed  as 
a  teacher  by  a  school  committee  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  five 
years  from  the  date  of  the  initial  grant  of  the  provisional  certificate. 

A  teacher  holding  a  provisional  certificate  shall  be  employed  by  a 
school  committee  at  the  level  of  the  regular  local  salary  schedule 
commensurate  with  his  experience  and  preparation. 

A  person  who  has  been  granted  a  provisional  teaching  certificate 
shall  be  eligible  to  receive  a  full  certificate  within  two  years  from 
commencing  teaching  under  said  certificate,  provided  that  he  has 
successfully  completed  a  master's  degree  program,  meeting  the 
standards  and  requirements  established  by  the  board  and  consisting 
of  field-based  clinical  work  and  college  or  university-based  course 
work,  conducted  under  the  joint  supervision  of  a  mentor  teacher, 
as  further  defined  in  this  section,  and  the  faculty  of  an  approved 
college  or  university  master's  degree  program;  provided  further, 
that  a  person  holding  a  provisional  certificate  who  has  already 
received  a  master's  degree  may  be  exempted  by  the  board  from 
course  work  requisite  to  the  master's  degree,  but  not  from  the 
field-based  clinical  component  of  the  approved  program. 

School  committees  in  cooperation  with  the  faculty  of  approved 
graduate  programs  shall  be  authorized  to  select  teachers  within 
their  school  systems,  who  have  successfully  completed  training 
programs  approved  by  the  board,  to  serve  as  mentor  teachers. 
Mentor  teachers  shall  have  primary  responsibility  for  the  daily 
supervision  of  provisionally  certified  teachers  and  for  assisting  said 
teachers  in  developing  successful  teaching  skills.  Mentor  teachers 
shall  work  in  cooperation  with  the  graduate  faculty  overseeing  the 
education  of  provisional  teachers  enrolled  in  master's  degree 
programs  leading  to  full  certification  and  shall  be  accorded  faculty 


status  in  the  cooperating  graduate  program.  School  Committees 
shall  grant  mentor  teachers  adequate  release  time  from  regular 
teaching  responsibilities  to  enable  them  to  fully  perform  their 
duties  as  mentor  teachers. 

For  the  purpose  of  granting  provisional  and  full  teaching 
certificates  the  board  may  approve  undergraduate  and  graduate 
programs  at  colleges  or  universities  devoted  to  the  preparation  of 
teachers  and  other  educational  personnel.  A  college  or  university 
offering  an  approved  program  shall  certify  to  the  board  when 
students  complete  their  program  and  shall  provide  the  board  with  a 
transcript  of  each  student's  record.  The  board  may  also  establish 
performance  evaluation  centers  for  the  assessment  and  evaluation 
of  teacher  competency  which  shall  provide  technical  assistance  to 
school  districts  and  institutions  of  higher  education  involved  in 
evaluating  teacher  competency  and  performance.  Said  centers 
shall  also  be  responsible  for  advising  the  board  on  the  utilization  of 
appropriate  multiple  measures  including,  but  not  limited  to 
standardized  testing,  for  assessment  of  teacher  competency. 

No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  employment  by  a  school  committee 
as  a  teacher,  principal,  supervisor,  director,  guidance  counselor 
and  director,  school  psychologist,  school  librarian,  audio-visual 
media  specialist,  unified  media  specialist,  school  business  ad- 
ministrator, superintendent  of  schools  or  assistant  superintendent 
of  schools,  unless  he  has  been  granted  by  the  board  a  full  or 
provisional  certificate  with  respect  to  the  type  of  position  for  which 
he  seeks  employment;  provided,  however,  that  nothing  herein 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  a  school  committee  from  prescribing 
additional  qualifications;  and  provided  further,  that  a  school 
committee  may  upon  its  request  be  exempt  by  the  board  for  any 
one  school  year  from  the  requirement  in  this  section  to  employ 
certified  personnel  when  compliance  therewith  would  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board  constitute  a  great  hardship  in  securing 
teachers  for  the  schools  of  a  town.  During  the  time  that  such  a 
waiver  is  in  effect,  service  of  an  employee  of  a  school  committee  to 
whom  the  waiver  applies  shall  not  be  counted  as  service  in 
acquiring  the  status  of  serving  at  the  discretion  of  a  school 
committee  under  section  forty-one. 

This  section  shall  not  apply  to  trade,  vocational,  temporary 
substitute  teachers  or  exchange  teachers,  or  to  teaching  or 
administrative  interns  from  an  institution  of  higher  learning  in  the 
commonwealth,  provided  approval  for  the  employment  of  such 
personnel  shall  be  granted  by  the  board  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  it  may  adopt.  As  used  in  this  section,  a  "temporary 
substitute"  shall  be  one  employed  for  less  than  a  school  year  to  take 
the  place  of  a  regularly  employed  teacher  who  is  absent  by  reason 
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of  illness  or  by  reason  of  educational  leave,  maternity  leave, 
military  leave,  sabbatical  leave  or  other  leave.  As  used  in  this 
section,  a  "teaching  or  administrative  intern"  shall  be  a  student 
who  has  completed  his  student  teaching  requirements  and  seeks 
additional  experience  in  part-time  teaching  or  administrative 
positions. 

Any  certificate  issued  by  the  board  may  be  revoked  for  cause, 
pursuant  to  standards  and  procedures  established  by  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  board. 

The  board  shall  have  authority  from  time  to  time  to  make,  amend 
and  rescind  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Except  as  otherwise  specifically  provided  by  this  section,  no 
rights  of  any  employees  of  a  school  committee  under  the  provisions 
of  this  chapter  shall  be  impaired  by  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Section  3.  All  certificates  granted  by  the  board  of  education 
under  the  provisions  of  section  thirty-eight  G  of  chapter  seventy- 
one  of  the  General  Laws  in  effect  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this 
act  shall  continue  to  be  valid  as  issued  and  all  persons  who  were 
exempted  under  the  provisions  of  section  two  of  chapter  two 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
fifty-one  shall  continue  to  be  exempted. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  YYlassachusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN  ACT   STRENGTHENING  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  FINANCE 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.93 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  70  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the 
1986  Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  sections  2 
through  7,  inclusive  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following 
sections: — 

Section  2.  When  used  in  this  chapter,  the  following  words  shall 
have  the  following  meanings: — 

"Average  current  operating  expenditure  per  pupil  in  regular  day 
program  in  the  commonwealth,"  the  sum  of  the  total  expenditures 
for  all  pupils  enrolled  in  regular  day  programs  in  public  schools  in 
all  cities,  towns,  regional  school  districts  and  independent  voca- 
tional schools  in  the  commonwealth  during  a  fiscal  year,  as 
hereinafter  defined,  divided  by  the  total  of  the  sums  of  full-time 
equivalent  pupils  enrolled  in  regular  day  programs  in  all  cities, 
towns,  regional  school  districts  and  independent  vocational  schools 
during  said  year,  as  hereinafter  defined. 

"Average  direct  service  expenditure  per  pupil  in  regular  day 
program  in  the  commonwealth,"  the  sum  of  the  total  expenditures 
for  all  pupils  enrolled  in  regular  day  programs  in  public  schools  in 
all  cities,  towns,  regional  school  districts  and  independent  voca- 
tional schools  in  the  commonwealth  during  a  fiscal  year,  as 
hereinafter  defined,  divided  by  the  total  of  the  sums  of  full-time 
equivalent  pupils  enrolled  in  regular  day  programs  in  all  cities, 
towns,  regional  school  districts  and  independent  vocational  schools 
during  said  year,  as  hereinafter  defined;  provided  however,  that 
the  numerator  of  the  fraction  described  in  this  paragraph  shall 
include  expenditures  for  instructional  services,  attendance  services, 
health  services,  fixed  charges  and  food  services  only.  Expenditures 
for  administration,  athletic  and  other  student  activities,  plant 
operation  and  maintenance,  capital  outlays,  transportation  and 
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food  for  food  services  shall  not  be  included  in  the  numerator  of 
said  fraction. 

"Commissioner/'  the  commissioner  of  education. 

"Equalized  valuation  per  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupil  in  a 
city  or  town/'  the  equalized  valuation  of  all  property  in  a  city  or 
town  subject  to  local  taxation,  as  most  recently  reported  to  the 
general  court  under  section  ten  Cof  chapter  fifty-eight,  divided  by 
the  sum  of  the  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupils  who  reside  in 
such  city  or  town. 

"Equalized  valuation  per  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupil  in 
the  commonwealth,"  the  equalized  valuation  of  all  property  in  the 
commonwealth  subject  to  local  taxation,  as  most  recently  reported 
to  the  general  court  under  the  provisions  of  section  ten  C  of 
chapter  fifty-eight,  divided  by  the  total  number  of  weighted  full- 
time  equivalent  pupils  who  reside  in  the  commonwealth. 

"Full-time  equivalent  pupil,"  the  computational  unit  used  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  either 
public  school  or  in  a  program  approved  under  chapter  seventy-one 
B  and  the  regulations  promulgated  thereunder,  and  educated  at 
the  full  or  partial  expense  of  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or 
independent  vocational  school  in  each  of  the  programs  described 
in  section  two  A. 

Such  unit  shall  be  computed  as  follows: 

(1)  a  pupil  enrolled  full-time  in  only  one  such  program  shall  be 
counted  as  one  full-time  equivalent  pupil  in  that  program;  provided 
that  a  pupil  enrolled  in  a  kindergarten  or  preschool  program  which 
meets  for  a  period  of  time  each  day  no  greater  than  one-half  the 
minimum  length  for  a  school  day  as  established  by  the  board  of 
education  under  section  G  of  chapter  fifteen  shall  be  counted  as 
one-half  of  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil  in  the  program  in  which 
such  pupil  is  enrolled;     . 

(2)  a  pupil  enrolled  separately  in  two  or  more  said  programs  shall 
be  counted  as  a  fraction  of  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil  in  each 
program  with  each  such  fraction  equal  to  the  number  of  hours  the 
pupil  spends  in  each  program  divided  by  the  total  number  of  hours 
the  pupil  spends  in  all  programs; 

(3)  a  pupil  enrolled  in  two  or  more  said  programs  which  are 
carried  on  simultaneously,  and  are  therefore  consolidated  into  one 
program,  shall  be  counted  as  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil  in  that 
one  of  such  simultaneous  programs  in  which  the  pupil  is  enrolled 
which  has  the  highest  pupil  weight,  as  hereinafter  provided  in  the 
definition  of  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupil;  and 

(4)  a  pupil  enrolled  in  a  program  of  more  than  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  days  duration  shall  be  counted  as  one  full-time 
equivalent  pupil  plus  a  fraction  of  one.full-time  equivalent  pupil  in 
that  program  with  such  a  fraction  equal  to  the  number  of  days,  in 
excess  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  divided  by  one  hundred  and 
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eighty.  The  commissioner  may  by  regulation,  under  the  direction 
of  the  state  board,  further  define  the  computation  of  "full-time 
equivalent  pupil"  as  he  deems  advisable. 

"Local  support  percentage,"  the  percentage  determined  during 
each  fiscal  year  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  section  eleven. 

"Pupil,"  a  person  who  isenrolled  in  either  publicschool  or  in  an 
approved  program  under  chapter  seventy-one  B  and  the  regulations 
promulgated  thereunder,  and  educated  at  the  full  or  partial 
expense  of  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school  where  said  full  or  partial  expense  represents  an 
actual  outlay  or  disbursement  by  said  city,  town,  regional  school 
district  or  independent  vocational  school. 

"Regular  day  program,"  any  public  school  day  program  not 
defined  as  special  needs,  vocational  or  transitional  bilingual 
education  under  any  other  provision  of  the  General  Laws  or 
regulations  promulgated  thereunder. 

"School  aid  percentage,"  for  each  city,  town  and  independent 
vocational  school,  the  amount  by  which  one  hundred  percent 
exceeds  the  product  of  the  local  support  percentage,  as  defined 
above,  times  the  valuation  percentage. 

"State  board,"  the  state  board  of  education. 

"Sum  of  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupils,"  in  a  city,  town, 
regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school,  the  total 
number  of  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupils  in  each  program 
hereinafter  defined  in  schools  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  regional 
school  district  committee,  a  school  committee  of  a  city  or  town,  or  a 
board  of  local  or  district  trustees  for  vocational  education  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  the  totals  so  derived  for  each  program  then  added 
together  to  produce  a  single  sum  for  all  said  programs  in  each  city, 
town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school; 
provided,  however,  that  any  full-time  equivalent  pupils  residing  in 
a  city,  town,  who  are  receiving  education  in  the  schools  of  another 
city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational 
school,  or  in  a  program  approved  under  chapter  seventy-one  B  and 
the  regulations  promulgated  thereunder,  on  a  tuition  basis  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  full-time  equivalent  pupils  of  their  city  or  town  of 
residence. 

"Total  expenditures  for  all  pupils  enrolled  in  regular  day  programs 
in  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational 
school  during  the  second  fiscal  year  preceding  the  fiscal  year  for 
the  support  of  regular  day  programs  in  public  schools  exclusive  of 
expenditures  for  transportation,  payment  of  regional  school  district 
assessments,  food  or  school  food  services  and  capital  outlays,  after 
deducting  therefrom  any  receipts  for  tuition,  receipts  from  the 
federal  government,  except  for  P.L.  81-874  federal  impact  aid,  the 
proceeds  of  any  invested  funds  and  grants,  except  for  grants  under 
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chapter  seventy  A,  gifts  and  receipts  from  any  other  sources,  to  the 
extent  that  such  receipts  are  applicable  to  such  expenditures; 
provided,  however,  that  amounts  applicable  to  such  expenditures 
received  by  (a)  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school,  from  the  commonwealth,  and  (b)  a  regional 
school  district  from  the  member  cities  and  towns  of  said  district, 
shall  not  be  so  deducted.  The  commissioner  of  education  may,  by 
regulation,  further  define  the  expenditures  and  receipts  that  may 
be  included  hereunder. 

"Total  expenditures  for  all  pupils  enrolled  in  all  programs  in  a 
city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational 
school,"  the  total  amount  expended  by  a  city,  town,  regional 
school  district  or  independent  vocational  school  during  the  second 
fiscal  year  preceding  the  fiscal  year  for  the  support  of  all  programs 
in  public  schools  and  programs  approved  under  chapter  seventy- 
one  B  and  the  regulations  promulgated  thereunder,  exclusive  of 
expenditures  for  transportation,  payment  of  regional  school  district 
assessments,  food  for  school  food  services  and  capital  outlays,  after 
deducting  therefrom  any  receipts  for  tuition,  receipts  from  the 
federal  government,  except  for  P.L.  81-874  federal  impact  aid,  the 
proceeds  of  any  invested  funds  and  grants,  except  for  grants  under 
chapter  seventy  A,  gifts,  and  receipts  from  any  other  sources,  to  the 
extent  that  such  receipts  are  applicable  to  such  expenditures; 
provided,  however,  that  amounts  applicable  to  such  expenditures 
received  by  (a)  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school  from  the  commonwealth,  and  (b)  a  regional 
school  district  from  the  member  cities  and  towns  of  said  district 
shall  not  be  so  deducted.  The  commissioner  of  education  may,  by 
regulation,  further  define  the  expenditures  and  receipts  that  may 
be  included  hereunder. 

"Valuation  percentageof  a  city,  town  or  independent  vocational 
school,"  the  proportion  which  the  equalized  valuation  per  weighted 
full-time  equivalent  pupil  in  a  city,  town  or  independent  vocational 
school  bears  to  the  equalized  valuation  per  weighted  full-time 
equivalent  pupil  in  the  commonwealth. 

"Weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupil,"  a  full-time  equivalent 
pupil  enrolled  in  any  regular  day,  special  needs,  vocational  or 
transitional  bilingual  education  program  multiplied  by  the  pupil 
weight  cost  factor  for  the  program  or  programs  in  which  the  pupil  is 
enrolled  as  set  forth  in  section  two  A. 

Section  2A.  (1)  A  full-time  equivalent  pupil  enrolled  in  a  regular 
day  program  shall  be  assigned  a  pupil  weight  of  1.00;  (2)  a  full-time 
equivalent  pupil  enrolled  in  a  transitional  bilingual  education 
program  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  seventy-one 
A  and  the  regulations  promulgated  thereunder  shall  be  assigned  a 
pupil  weight  of  1.40;  (3)  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil  enrolled  in  a 
regular  education  program  with  modifications,  a  regular  education 
with  no  more  than  twenty-five  percent  time  out,  a  regular 
education  program  with  no  more  than  sixty  percent  time  out,  a 
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substantially  separate  program,  a  home  and  hospital  program,  a  day 
program  or  a  preschool  program  for  children  with  special  needs,  a 
residential  program  for  children  with  special  needs,  as  defined  in 
regulations  promulgated  under  chapter  seventy-one  B,  shall  be 
assigned  a  pupil  weight  of  4.00;  (4)  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil 
enrolled  in  a  vocational  education  program,  as  defined  in  chapter 
seventy-four  and  regulations  promulgated  thereunder,  but  ex- 
cluding therefrom  pupils  enrolled  in  evening  classes  of  vocational 
education  and  adult  evening  practical  arts  programs,  shall  be 
assigned  a  pupil  weight  of  2.00. 

In  determining  the  total  number  of  full-time  equivalent  pupils 
enrolled  in  regular  day  programs  in  a  city,  town,  regional  school 
district  or  independent  vocational  school  (1)  all  children  enrolled 
in  a  private  school  and  receiving  educational  services  at  the 
expense  of  a  city  or  town  as  required  under  the  provisions  of 
section  forty-eight  and  fifty-seven  of  chapter  seventy-one  or 
Section  61 3  of  the  Federal  Education  for  All  Handicapped  Children 
Act  of  1975  shall  be  counted  as  a  fraction  of  a  full-time  equivalent 
pupil  enrolled  in  regular  day  program,  where  the  numerator  of  said 
fraction  is  the  total  amount  so  expended  during  the  second  fiscal 
year  preceding  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  denominator  of  which  is  the 
average  current  operating  expenditure  per  pupil  in  a  regular  day 
program  in  the  commonwealth  during  said  year;  (2)  pupils  enrolled 
in  adult  education  programs  and  other  programs  under  the 
provisions  of  sections  nine  and  nine  A  of  chapter  sixty-nine  or 
sections  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty-one,  twenty-six  A,  twenty 
eight,  seventy-one  B,  seventy-five,  seventy-six,  and  seventy-seven 
of  chapter  seventy-one  and  any  regulations  promulgated  there- 
under and  educated  at  the  direct  expense  of  a  city,  town,  regional 
school  district  or  independent  vocational  school,  shall  be  counted 
as  a  fraction  of  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil  enrolled  in  a  regular  day 
program,  where  the  numerator  of  said  fraction  is  the  total  amount 
so  expended  for  instructional  services  during  the  second  fiscal  year 
preceding  the  fiscal  year  after  deducting  therefrom  any  receipts  for 
tuition,  receipts  from  the  federal  government,  the  proceeds  of  any 
invested  funds  and  grants,  gifts  and  receipts  from  any  other  sources 
to  the  extent  that  such  receipts  are  applicable  to  such  expenditures 
provided,  however,  that  amounts  applicable  to  such  expenditures 
received  under  this  chapter  as  reimbursements  for  such  ex- 
penditures shall  not  be  so  deducted,  and  the  denominator  of  which 
is  the  average  current  operating  expenditure  per  pupil  in  regular 
day  program  in  the  commonwealth  during  said  year;  (3)  pupils 
enrolled  in  evening  programs  of  vocational  education  and  adult 
evening  practical  arts  under  chapter  seventy-four  and  the  re- 
gulations promulgated  thereunder  at  the  direct  expense  of  a  city, 
town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school 
shall  be  counted  as  a  fraction  of  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil 
enrolled  in  a  regular  day  program  where  the  numerator  of  said 
fraction  is  the  total  amount  expended  for  instructional  services 
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during  the  second  fiscal  year  preceding  the  fiscal  year  after 
deducting  therefrom  any  receipts  for  tuition,  receipts  from  the 
federal  government,  the  proceeds  of  any  invested  funds  and 
grants,  gifts  and  receipts  from  any  other  sources  to  the  extent  that 
such  recipients  are  applicable  to  such  expenditures  provided, 
however,  that  amounts  applicable  to  such  expenditures  received 
under  this  chapter  as  reimbursements  for  such  expenditures  shall 
not  be  so  deducted,  and  the  denominator  of  which  is  the  average 
current  operating  expenditure  per  pupil  in  a  regular  day  program 
in  the  commonwealth  during  said  year;  and  (4)  pupils  enrolled  in 
any  program  and  educated  at  the  direct  expense  of  a  city,  town, 
regional  school  district  who  are  residents  of  an  institution  and  were 
not  theretofore  residents  of  said  city,  town  or  regional  school 
district  under  the  provisions  of  section  eleven  of  chapter  seventy- 
six  shall  be  counted  as  a  fraction  of  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil 
enrolled  in  a  regular  day  program  where  the  numerator  of  said 
fraction  is  the  total  amount  so  expended  for  instructional  services 
for  said  pupil  during  the  second  fiscal  year  preceding  the  fiscal 
year,  after  deducting  therefrom  any  amount  recovered  from  the 
commonwealth  under  said  section  eleven,  and  the  denominator  of 
which  is  the  average  current  operating  expenditure  per  pupil  in  a 
regular  day  program  in  the  commonwealth  during  said  year. 

Section  3.  Subject  to  the  limitations  specified  in  sections  six  and 
seven,  the  amount  of  school  aid  to  be  paid  to  each  city,  town  and 
independent  vocational  school  in  a  fiscal  year  under  this  chapter 
shall  be  determined  by  multiplying  together:  (1)  the  school  aid 
percentage  for  such  city,  town  or  independent  vocational  school; 
(2)  the  average  current  operating  expenditures  per  pupil  in  regular 
day  programs  in  the  commonwealth  during  the  second  fiscal  year 
preceding  the  fiscal  year;  and  (3)  the  sum  of  weighted  full-time 
equivalent  pupils  in  such  city,  town  or  independent  vocational 
school  during  the  second  fiscal  year  preceding  the  fiscal  year.  The 
amount  of  school  aid  to  be  paid  to  each  regional  school  district  in  a 
fiscal  year  under  this  chapter  shall  be  determined  by  multiplying 
together:  (1)  the  school  aid  percentage  for  each  member  city  or 
town  of  such  regional  school  district;  (2)  the  average  current 
operating  expenditures  per  pupil  in  regular  day  programs  in  the 
commonwealth  during  the  second  previous  fiscal  year;  (3)  the  sum 
of  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupils  in  such  regional  school 
district  during  the  second  previous  fiscal  year  and  (4)  the  proportion 
of  the  pupils  in  such  regional  school  district  during  the  second 
previous  fiscal  year  who  are  residents  of  each  member  city  or  town. 
The  sum  of  all  such  school  aid  determined  for  all  member  cities  and 
towns  of  such  regional  school  district  shall  be  the  school  aid  to  be 
paid  to  the  regional  school  district. 

Section  4  The  cities,  towns,  regional  school  districts  or  in- 
dependent vocational  schools,  shall  report  to  the  commissioner,  in 
such  form  as  the  commissioner  may  require,  all  information 
necessary  to  compute  the  amount  of  school  aid  to  be  paid  under 
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this  chapter.  Such  reports  shall  be  made  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  section  six  of  chapter  seventy-two.  The  commissioner 
may  request  other  such  reports  as  he  deems  necessary  and  as  of 
such  dates  as  he  may  require  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this 
section. 

The  information  submitted  under  this  section  shall  be  subject  to 
approval,  vertification  and  adjustment.  The  commissioner  shall  be 
responsible  for  the  verification  of  such  information,  including  but 
not  limited  to  (a)  the  numbers  of  full-time  equivalent  pupils  within 
each  program  listed  in  section  two  A  reported  by  each  city,  town, 
regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school;  (b) 
certification  that  programs  in  transitional  bilingual  education 
under  chapter  seventy-one  A  have  been  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  said  chapter  seventy-one  A,  the  regulations 
promulgated  thereunder,  and  approved  plans  submitted  earlier  by 
a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational 
school;  (c)  approval  and  certification  that  expenditures  under 
chapter  seventy-one  B  are  reasonable,  that  funds  for  special 
education  personnel,  materials  and  equipment,  tuition,  rent  and 
consultant  services  were  actually  expended,  and  that  such  special 
education  classes,  instruction  periods  and  other  programs  have 
met  the  standards  and  requirements  prescribed  by  the  regulations 
promulgated  under  said  chapter  seventy-one  B;  and  (d)  approval 
of  vocational  education  programs  under  chapter  seventy-four  and 
regulations  promulgated  thereunder;  (e)  approval  of  adult  educa- 
tion programs  and  other  programs  under  sections  nine  and  nine  A 
of  chapter  sixty-nine  and  sections  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty-one, 
twenty-six  A,  twenty-eight,  seventy-one  B,  seventy-five,  seventy- 
six  and  seventy-seven  of  chapter  seventy-one  and  regulations 
promulgated  thereunder.  When  undertaking  such  verification,  the 
commissioner  shall  employ  a  number  of  criteria  in  examining  the 
information  so  reported,  including  but  not  limited  to  (a)  the 
proportion  which  the  total  enrollment  in  each  program  listed  in 
section  two  A  reported  by  each  city,  town,  regional  school  district 
and  independent  vocational  school  bears  to  the  total  enrollment  in 
all  programs  so  reported,  and  (b)  the  percentage  change  in  the 
proportional  enrollment  in  each  program  listed  in  section  two  A 
reported  by  each  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school,  from  the  prior  fiscal  year.  An  audit  of  the 
information  submitted  by  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or 
independent  vocational  school,  shall  be  conducted  by  the 
commissioner  in  each  instance  of  significant  change  in  the  annual 
proportional  enrollment  of  any  program  listed  in  section  two  A. 

A  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational 
school,  may  submit  to  the  commissioner  amendments  to  such  a 
previously  completed  report  in  the  event  of  any  error  in  the 
preparation  of  said  reports;  provided,  however,  that  no  such 
amendment  may  be  filed  after  June  thirtieth  of  the  fiscal  year 
succeeding  the  fiscal  year  on  which  the  report  was  based. 
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Any  such  adjustment  which  reduces  or  increases,  as  the  case  may 
be,  the  school  aid  to  which  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or 
independent  vocational  school  is  entitled  shall  be  taken  into 
account  in  the  school  aid  to  be  paid  to  such  city,  town,  regional 
school  district  or  independent  vocational  school  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  adjustment  is  made  and  certified  to  the  comptroller  and 
department  of  revenue.  No  such  adjustment  shall  be  made  after 
June  thirtieth  of  the  fiscal  year  in  which  such  amounts  of  aid  were 
distributed. 

Section  5.  The  commissioner  shall  certify  to  the  comptroller  and 
to  the  department  of  revenue  no  later  than  December  thirty-first 
prior  to  the  fiscal  year  in  which  the  aid  is  to  be  paid  the  estimated 
amount  of  school  aid  to  be  paid  to  each  city,  town,  regional  school 
district  or  independent  vocational  school.  Before  the  final  distri- 
butions are  made  under  the  provisions  of  section  eighteen  A  of 
chapter  fifty-eight,  the  commissioner  shall  make  a  final 
certification  to  the  comptroller  and  to  said  department  of  revenue 
of  the  full  amount  due  the  cities,  towns,  regional  school  district  or 
independent  vocational  school. 

Section  6.  The  aid  paid  to  any  city  or  town  under  this  chapter  in 
any  fiscal  year  shall  not  be  less  than  the  aid  paid  in  the  previous 
fiscal  year.  This  amount  shall  be  termed  the  chapter  seventy 
minimum  guarantee.  The  aid  paid  to  any  regional  school  district 
under  this  chapter  for  each  of  its  member  cities  and  towns  as 
described  in  section  three  of  this  chapter  shall  not  be  less  than  the 
aid  paid  in  the  previous  fiscal  year.  This  amount  shall  be  termed  the 
chapter  seventy  minimum  guarantee.  In  cases  of  school  district 
reorganization,  the  commissioner  may  issue  regulations  to  further 
define  the  chapter  seventy  minimum  guarantee. 

Section  7.  In  each  fiscal  year,  each  city,  town,  regional  school 
district  or  independent  vocational  school  shall  expend  at  least 
eighty-five  percent  of  the  product  obtained  by  multiplying  the 
average  direct  service  expenditure  per  pupil  in  regular  day 
program  in  the  commonwealth  during  the  previous  fiscal  year  by 
the  sum  of  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupils  in  the  city,  town, 
regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school  during 
the  current  fiscal  year.  The  amount  so  determined  shall  be 
expended  for  the  support  of  the  school  programs  listed  in  section 
two  A,  exclusive  of  expenditures  for  administration,  athletic  and 
other  student  body  activities,  plant  operation  and  maintenance, 
transportation,  payment  of  regional  school  district  assessments, 
food  for  school  food  programs,  and  capital  outlay;  provided, 
however,  that  amounts  received  by  a  regional  school  district  from 
the  member  cities  and  towns  of  said  district  which  are  applicable  to 
such  expenditures  for  such  programs  shall  not  be  so  deducted. 

If  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational 
school  fails  to  expend,  from  sources  other  than  the  amounts  of  aid 
paid  under  this  chapter,  an  amount  equal  to  the  difference 
between  (1)  the  amount  determined  in  accordance  with  the  first 
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sentence  of  this  section,  and  (2)  either  the  total  estimated  amount 
of  school  aid  to  have  been  received,  or  the  total  school  aid  actually 
received  by  said  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school  during  the  fiscal  year  in  question,  whichever  is 
greater,  then  the  commissioner  shall  certify  to  the  comptroller  and 
the  department  of  revenue  an  amount  equal  to  the  school  aid 
otherwise  due  to  be  paid  under  this  chapter  during  the  next  fiscal 
year,  multiplied  by  a  fraction,  the  numerator  of  which  is  the  actual 
amount  expended  by  said  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or 
independent  vocational  school,  from  sources  other  than  the 
amounts  of  aid  paid  under  this  chapter,  and  the  denominator  of 
which  is  the  difference  as  set  forth  above. 

The  commissioner  shall  annually  calculate,  on  or  before  January 
thirty-first,  to  the  nearest  tenth  of  one  percent,  the  proportion 
which  the  total  amount  of  school  aid  paid  under  this  chapter  during 
the  previous  fiscal  year  bearstothesum  of  the  total  expenditures  of 
all  pupils,  enrolled  in  all  programs  in  all  cities,  towns,  regional 
school  districts  or  independent  vocational  schools  during  said 
previous  fiscal  year,  until  said  proportion  equals  at  least  thirty-five 
percent.  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  then  apply  to  the 
expenditures  of  all  cities,  towns,  regional  school  districts  or 
independent  vocational  schools  commencing  with  the  third  fiscal 
year  following  the  third  consecutive  fiscal  year  in  which  said 
percentage  has  equaled  at  least  thirty-five  percent,  and  in  every 
fiscal  year  thereafter. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Iflassachusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN  ACT   TO  IMPROVE  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.94 


SECTION  1.  Vocational-technical  education  is  the  approved 
type  of  education,  purposefully  designed,  to  educate  and  prepare 
students  of  all  ages  for  employment  and  continuing  academic  and 
occupational  preparation  through  a  balance  of  classroom  in- 
struction, supportive  services  and  occupational  experience  to 
develop  life-long  skills  so  that  upon  completion  of  vocational- 
technical  programs,  students  are  qualified  to  pursue,  directly  or 
indirectly,  opportunities  emanating  from  such  vocational-technical 
programs. 

Massachusetts  has  one  of  the  highest  quality  vocational-technical 
education  systems  in  the  country.  In  the  past  several  years, 
significant  phenomena  in  the  manner  of  educational  reform, 
changes  in  the  applications  of  science  and  technology,  varying 
societal  values  and  attitudes,  have  generated  this  re-examination  of 
the  legislation  of  governing  vocational-technical  education  to 
insure  its  appropriateness  and  potential  to  provide  an  academically 
skilled  and  highly  trained  citizenry. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  technical  revolution  which  has 
significantly  altered  the  way  we  live,  learn  and  work.  Vocational- 
technical  education  in  Massachusetts  must  keep  pace  with  the 
explosive  growth  of  the  high  technology  industry  and  business.  The 
growth  in  economic  development  in  the  Commonwealth  has 
resulted  in  changing  educational  and  training  modes.  Our  dynamic 
technological  advances  have  necessitated  a  restructuring  of  training 
priorities  which  meets  business  and  industry  demands  for  retraining 
and  an  accommodation  of  the  shifts  in  populations  to  be  trained. 
Technological  advances  have  also  drastically  changed  the  equip- 
ment and  methods  for  training  in  a  significant  number  of  program 
areas. 
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The  Vocational-Technical  Education  Act  provides  a  vehicle  to 
enable  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  live, 
learn  and  work  in  a  sophisticated,  rapidly  changing  society  which  is 
becoming  more  and  more  dependent  upon  the  understanding  and 
application  of  technology.  It  provides  the  vision  and  the  direction 
for  a  more  enlightened,  educated  and  highly  skilled  citizenry  to 
achieve  its  goals  and  to  fulfill  its  dreams. 

SECTION  2.  Chapter  74  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the 
1986  Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  sections 
one  through  twenty-four  D  inclusive  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following:  — 

Section  1.  The  following  words,  as  used  in  this  chapter,  shall  have 
the  following  meanings  unless  the  context  otherwise  requires: — 

"Commissioner,"  the  commissioner  of  education. 

"Approved,"  the  approval  of  specific  vocational-technical 
programs  by  the  commissioner,  acting  through  the  division  of 
occupational  education,  following  investigation  and  determining 
the  appropriateness  of  programs  as  to  organization,  control, 
location,  equipment,  courses  of  study,  qualifications  of  teachers, 
methods  of  instruction,  conditions  of  admissions  of  students, 
employment  of  students  and  expenditures. 

"State  Board,"  the  board  of  education. 

"Forms  of  vocational-technical  education,"  the  classification  of 
vocational-technical  educational  programs  which  lead  to  em- 
ployment or  continuing  preparation  for  employment  associated 
with  agriculture,  allied  health,  automotive,  construction,  marketing, 
service  occupations,  industrial-manufacturing  and  technical 
programs. 

"Agricultural  programs,"  the  preparation  of  students  for 
occupations  connected  with  agriculture,  the  care  of  domestic 
animals,  forestry  and  other  wage  earning  or  productive  work  on 
farm  land.  The  term  includes  agricultural  supplies,  horticulture  and 
agricultural  and  natural  resources. 

"Allied  health  programs,"  the  preparation  of  students  for 
occupations  connected  with  health,  to  include  direct  and  indirect 
care  of  patients  and  other  wage  earning  or  productive  work  within 
the  health  care  area  and  related  areas. 

"Automotive  programs,"  the  preparation  of  mechanics  and 
technicians  for  any  type  of  engine-powered  vehicle. 

"Construction  programs,"  the  preparation  of  students  for 
occupations  in  the  areas  of  carpentry,  plumbing,  painting,  elec- 
tricity, heating,  ventilation  and  air  conditioning  and  other  areas  of 
construction. 

"Marketing  education  programs,"  the  development  of  com- 
petent workers  engaged  in  marketing,  sales  and  such  administrative 
supporting  functions  as  buying,  receiving,  storing,  shipping, 
promoting,  financing,  market  research,  and  management.  These 
activities  are  found  in  such  areas  as  retail  and  wholesale  trade, 
banking  and  finance,  insurance,  real  estate,  service  trades, 
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manufacturing,  utilities  and  communications.  Such  phrase  shall  not 
include  the  following  occupations:  stenographer,  secretary,  typist 
nor  industrial  workers  in  transportation  activities. 

"Industrial-manufacturing  programs,"  the  development  of 
workers  for  occupations  involving  the  manufacturing  or  fabrication 
of  products  in  heavy  or  light  industry. 

"Technology  programs,"  the  preparation  of  students  for 
occupations  or  further  education  in  such  areas  as:  electronics, 
drafting,  computers,  electromechanical. 

"Service  programs, "the  preparation  of  students  in  the  occupa- 
tional areas  of  hotel  and  lodging,  cosmetology,  and  child  care. 

"Part  time  classes,"  part-time  and  evening  vocational-technical 
classes  which  are  operated  by  towns,  cities,  regional  and  county 
school  districts  and  independent  schools  approved  by  the 
commissioner  under  the  state  board. 

"Cooperative  education,"  programs  of  vocational-technical 
education  for  persons  who,  through  a  cooperative  arrangement 
between  the  school  and  employers,  receive  instruction,  including 
required  academic  courses  and  related  vocational-technical  in- 
struction, by  the  alternation  of  study  in  school  with  a  job  in  any 
occupational  field.  These  two  experiences  must  be  planned  and 
supervised  by  the  school  and  employers  so  that  each  contributes  to 
the  student's  education  and  employability.  Work  periods  and 
school  attendance  may  be  on  alternate  half-days,  full  days,  weeks 
or  other  coordinated  periods  of  time. 

"Articulation,"  the  educational  process  whereby  curricular 
interaction  occurs  across  grade  levels  and  links  programs  between 
educational  levels.  Horizontal  articulation  provides  the  curricular 
process  which  serves  to  strengthen  a  student's  mastery  of  interacting 
concepts  and  skills  across  all  academic  and  educational  levels. 
Vertical  articulation  provides  the  curricular  vehicle  which  allows  a 
student  to  progress  by  competencies  from  a  vocational-technical 
program  at  one  educational  level  to  the  same  program  area  at  a 
higher  educational  level,  for  example  between  secondary  and 
postsecondary  education. 

Section  2.  The  commissioner,  under  the  direction  of  the  state 
board,  shall  investigate  and  promote  vocational-technical  schools, 
and  initiate  and  superintend  the  establishment  of  schools  for  the 
aforesaid  form  of  education  and  shall  supervise  and  approve  such 
schools  as  provided  in  sections  one  to  thirty-seven  D,  inclusive. 

The  commissioner,  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board,  shall 
approve  or  disapprove  vocational-technical  programs  in  accordance 
with  regulations  published  by  the  state  board;  provided  however 
that  approval  shall  not  be  granted  to  a  vocational-techncial 
program  that  includes  less  than  fifty  percent  of  school  time  devoted 
to  vocational-technical  study,  except  as  provided  in  section  thirteen 
of  chapter  seventy-four. 

Section  2A.  The  commissioner  shall  establish  rules  and  regula- 
tions to  promote  the  employment  of  vocational-technical  students 
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during  their  studies  by  the  city  or  town  in  which  said  students 
attend  school,  or  in  the  case  of  a  regional  or  county  agricultural 
school  district,  the  cities  and  towns  comprising  said  district. 
Students  shall  not  be  permitted  to  perform  work  on  projects  which 
are  outside  the  city  or  town  unless  said  projects  have  exceptional 
value  as  determined  by  the  commissioner. 

Section  3.  Towns  may,  through  school  committees  or  boards  of 
trustees  elected  for  not  more  than  five  years,  and  known  as  local 
trustees  for  vocational-technical  education,  establish  and  maintain 
independent  or  vocational-technical  schools. 

Section  3A.  Schools  which  offer  full-time  programs  approved 
under  this  chapter  shall  receive  state  vocational-technical  aid  from 
under  this  section  and  chapter  seventy  of  the  general  laws  in  an 
amount  equal  to  no  less  than  thirty-five  percent  of  their  annual 
expenditure  for  the  two  years  previous  and  excluding  capital  costs 
covered  by  a  bond  issue,  expenditures  made  from  state,  federal 
and  private  grants  or  charities,  transportation  costs  which  shall  be 
reimbursed  separately,  and  school  lunch  and  breakfast  costs.  Said 
aid  shall  be  termed  "state  vocational-technical  aid.". 

In  the  case  of  aid  received  by  a  regional  or  county  agricultural 
school  district,  under  this  section,  the  school  district  shall  be 
required  to  reduce  its  annual  assessment  and  tuition  charges  to 
cities  and  towns  in  the  following  fiscal  year.  The  commissioner, 
under  the  direction  of  the  state  board,  may  compute  an  adjusted 
payment  of  state  vocational-technical  aid  for  any  regional  or 
county  agricultural  district,  city,  town  or  independent  school  that 
undergoes  reorganizatin  and  applies  for  adjusted  aid  under 
guidelines  developed  by  the  state  board. 

Section  4.  Independent  vocational-technical  schools  may  be 
established  and  maintained  by  districts  composed  of  two  or  more 
towns,  through  boards  to  be  known  as  district  trustees  for 
vocational-technical  education,  consisting  either  of  the  chairman 
and  two  other  members  of  the  school  committees  of  each  town,  to 
be  appointed  by  such  committees,  or  of  three  residents  of  each,  to 
be  elected  by  the  town. 

Section  5.  District  trustees  under  the  preceding  section  shall 
adopt,  for  one  year  or  more,  plans  of  organization,  administration 
and  support  of  such  schools,  which  shall  be  binding  on  the  towns 
made  parties  thereto,  and  shall  not  be  altered  or  annulled  except 
by  two-thirds  votes  of  such  trustees,  with  the  consent  of  the 
commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board. 

Section  5A.  Independent  vocational-technical  schools  may  be 
established  and  maintained  by  regional  school  districts  established 
under  sections  fourteen  and  fifteen  of  chapter  seventy-one,  if  the 
agreement  for  the  establishment  of  the  regional  school  districts, 
either  as  originally  adopted  or  as  subsequently  amended,  so 
provides,  and  for  that  purpose  the  regional  district  school 
committee  shall  have  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  conferred 
or  imposed  by  law  upon  local  trustees  for  vocational-technical 
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education,  and  may  be  known  as  a  board  of  regional  school  district 
trustees  for  vocational-technical  education. 

Section  5B.  Regional  school  districts  or  cities  and  towns  which 
are  not  members  of  vocational-technical  regional  school  districts, 
may  through  educational  collaboratives  formed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  section  four  E  of  chapter  forty,  conduct  vocational- 
technical  education  programs  approved  under  the  provision  of  this 
chapter.  In  determining  the  sum  of  weighted  full-time  equivalent 
pupils  under  section  two  A  of  chapter  seventy  in  any  city,  town  or 
regional  school  district  which  enrolls  pupils  in  such  vocational 
education  collaborative  programs,  said  pupils  shall  be  assigned  the 
pupil  weight  applied  to  vocational  education  programs. 

Section  6.  Each  school  district,  county  agricultural  school, 
collaborative  or  municipality  operating  an  approved  vocational- 
technical  program  shall,  under  a  plan  approved  by  the  commissioner 
under  the  direction  of  the  state  board,  appoint  advisory  committees 
composed  of  representatives  of  local  business  and  industry  related 
to  the  program,  organized  labor,  parents  and  students,  which  shall 
consult  with  and  advise  the  trustees  and  other  school  officials 
managing  and  supervising  such  schools. 

Section  7.  Residents  of  cities  or  towns  in  the  commonwealth  not 
maintaining  an  approved  vocational-technical  program  offering 
the  education  desired,  or  children  placed  in  a  city  or  town  by  the 
commissioner  of  social  services  may,  upon  approval  of  the 
commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board,  be  admitted 
to  an  approved  program  in  another  town  or  district.  The 
commissioner  may  approve  such  admissions  when  the  desired 
program  is  not  available  in  the  town  or  city  of  residence  or  in  a 
regional  or  county  agricultural  school  district  or  independent 
school  or  collaborative  of  which  said  town  or  city  is  a  member  and, 
the  superintendent  or  superintendent-director  of  another  munici- 
pality or  vocational-technical  school  district  states  that  the  pupil 
can  be  accommodated  and  properly  served  in  an  approved 
program  under  his  or  her  jurisdiction. 

There  shall  be  no  age  limits  on  attendance  in  secondary  level 
vocational-technical  programs,  provided  that  the  commissioner 
may  deny  non-resident  admission  to  a  high  school  graduate  who 
has  had  the  opportunity  for  the  desired  training  while  in  high 
school.  Non-residents  may  be  admitted  to  any  approved  program 
available  to  the  residents  of  a  city,  town,  county,  regional,  or 
independent  school  district. 

Section  7A.  For  the  tuition  in  an  approved  vocational-technical 
program  of  any  regional  or  county  agricultural  school  district,  city, 
town,  independent  school  or  collaborative  of  any  pupil  placed  in 
such  school  by  the  department  of  social  services  or  the  common- 
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wealth  or  the  city  of  Boston,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  pay  to  said 
school  the  tuition  fee  established  by  the  commissioner  under  the 
direction  of  the  state  board. 

Section  7B.  An  apprentice,  as  defined  in  section  eleven  H  of 
chapter  twenty-three  shall,  upon  the  concurrence  of  the  com- 
missioner of  labor  and  industries,  be  approved  by  the  commissioner 
under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  for  related  vocational- 
technical  training  in  any  city,  town,  regional  district  or  independent 
school,  regardless  of  residential  qualification.  Related  classes  for  an 
approved  apprenticeship  program  shall  be  conducted  in  a  single 
school  system,  unless  the  commissioner,  in  agreement  with  the 
commissioner  of  labor  and  industries,  determines  that  it  would  be 
in  the  best  interest  of  said  program  to  conduct  such  classes  in  more 
than  one  such  school  system. 

Section  8.  A  town  or  city  where  a  person  resides  who  is  admitted 
to  an  approved  program  elsewhere  as  a  non-resident  shall  pay  an 
annual  tuition  fee  to  the  regional  or  county  agricultural  school 
district,  city,  town,  independent  school  or  collaborative  providing 
the  admission.  The  annual  tuition  fee  shall  be  established  by  the 
school  committee  or  board  of  trustees  of  the  admitting  school  or 
district  and  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commissioner  under 
direction  of  the  state  board  provided  that  the  commissioner  shall 
not  require  an  annual  tuition  fee  to  be  lower  than  the  annual 
assessment  per  resident  pupil  assigned  by  the  admitting  school  or 
district,  if  nonresidents  comprise  greater  than  fifteen  percent  of  the 
enrollment  therein. 

Tuition  shall  be  paid  in  two  equal  installments  in  each  school  year 
of  attendance,  one  in  January  and  one  in  June,  or  on  a  pro-rated 
monthly  basis  if  a  nonresident  student  fails  to  apply  for  his  or  her 
first  year  of  admission  on  or  before  April  first  of  the  preceding 
school  year.  The  commissioner  may  direct  that  the  resident 
community's  tuition  payment  for  said  first  year  be  paid  in  full  in  July 
of  the  fiscal  year  after  the  student  completes  his  or  her  first  year  of 
nonresident  attendance  including  such  penalties  as  the  com- 
missioner may  determine. 

Section  8A.  A  town  where  a  person  resides  who  is  admitted  to  a 
day  school  in  another  town  under  section  seven  shall,  through  its 
school  committee,  when  necessary,  provide  for  the  transportation 
of  such  person,  and  shall,  subject  to  appropriation  be  entitled  to 
state  reimbursement  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  percent  of  the 
amount  so  expended;  provided,  that  such  a  town  where  a  person  is 
placed  by  the  department  of  social  services  who  is  admitted  as 
aforesaid  to  a  day  school  in  another  town  shall  similarly  provide  for 
the  transportation  of  such  a  pupil  to  such  school  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  state  reimbursement  to  the  full  extent  of  the  amounts  so 
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expended  provided  further,  that  no  transportation  shall  be  provided 
for,  or  reimbursement  made  on  account  of,  any  pupil  who  resides 
less  than  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  school  attended.  A  town 
shall  not  be  required  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  to  provide 
for  the  transportation  of  a  person  who  has  completed  the  twelfth 
grade  of  school  or  the  equivalent  thereto  and  will  not  receive 
reimbursement  for  postsecondary  transportation  provided  to 
students. 

Section  13.  Towns,  cities,  regional  and  county  agricultural  school 
districts  and  independent  schools  may  operate  part-time  and 
evening  vocational-technical  classes  approved  by  the  commissioner 
under  the  state  board.  Such  approved  classes  shall  be  eligible  for 
state  aid  under  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  state  board  and 
within  the  availability  of  funds  appropriated  by  the  general  court. 
The  commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  and  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth  may  apply  for  and 
receive  and  then  expend  any  funds  received  for  any  such  purposes 
from  the  federal  government  or  any  of  its  agencies.  Towns,  cities, 
regional  and  county  agricultural  school  districts  and  independent 
schools  may  also  operate  part-time  and  evening  programs  outside 
of  this  chapter,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by 
the  state  board.  Requirements  for  the  governance  of  part-time  and 
evening  programs  shall  be  contained  in  regulations  promulgated 
by  the  state  board. 

Section  14.  In  any  city  or  town  which  accepts  the  provisions  of 
this  section,  any  income  received  in  a  fiscal  year  not  exceeding,  in 
the  aggregate,  fifteen  thousand  dollars  derived  from  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  products  produced  in  an  approved  vocational-technical 
program  shall  be  deposited  in  a  special  fund  by  the  school 
committee  in  any  banking  institution  in  the  commonwealth. 
Expenditures  may  be  made  from  said  fund  by  the  school  committee 
for  purposes  needed  for  its  vocational-technical  programs  without 
further  appropriation,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section 
fifty-three  of  chapter  forty-four;  provided,  however,  that  said 
special  fund  shall  not  be  used  to  pay  the  salary  of  any  employee, 
and  no  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  from  said  fund  shall  be  used 
for  the  purchase  of  equipment  in  any  fiscal  year.  Three  years  from 
the  year  a  city,  town,  regional  or  county  agricultural  school  district 
or  independent  school  district  accepts  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  and  every  third  year  thereafter,  said  city  or  town,  regional 
or  county  agricultural  school  district  or  independent  school  district 
may  act  to  rescind  its  original  acceptance.  The  superintendent  of  a 
school  district  with  such  a  fund  shall  submit  annually  a  report  of 
said  fund  to  the  mayor,  city  council,  city  manager,  board  of 
selectmen  or  town  manager  of  each  city  and  town  in  said  district 
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and  a  copy  of  said  report  shall  be  submitted  to  the  director  of  the 
bureau  of  accounts  of  the  department  of  revenue.  The  provisions 
of  this  section  shall  be  effective  in  any  regional  school  district  upon 
its  acceptance  by  the  school  committee  of  said  district  and  by  a 
majority  of  the  towns  and  cities  in  said  district  by  vote  of  the  board 
of  selectmen  or  city  council  of  said  cities  and  towns.  This  section 
shall  be  applicable  to  all  vocational-technical  programs. 

Section  15.  There  is  hereby  established  a  vocational-technical 
equipment  modernization  grant  program  for  the  purpose  of 
supplementingequipment  purchases  in  cities, towns,  regional  and 
county  agricultural  school  districts,  educational  collaboratives  or 
independent  vocational-technical  schools  for  programs  in  high 
occupational  demand. 

Each  city,  town,  regional  and  county  agricultural  school  district, 
educational  collaborative  or  independent  vocational-technical 
school  offering  approved  vocational-technical  programs  shall, 
subject  to  appropriation,  as  hereinafter  provided,  be  eligible  for  an 
equipment  grant.  The  commissioner,  under  the  direction  of  the 
state  board,  shall  further  delineate  the  programs  in  high  occu- 
pational demand  for  which  these  grant  funds  may  be  utilized. 

On  or  before  February  fifteenth  of  the  fiscal  year  of  appropriation, 
the  commissioner  of  education  shall  distribute  an  amount  not  to 
exceed  ten  million  dollars  to  cities,  towns,  regional  and  county 
agricultural  school  districts,  independent  vocational-technical 
schools  and  educational  collaboratives.  The  purpose  of  such 
distribution  shall  be  to  award  equipment  grants.  The  amount 
awarded  to  a  city,  town,  regional  school  district,  educational 
collaborative,  or  independent  vocational-technical  school  shall  be 
the  total  amount  of  the  annual  state  appropriation  multiplied  by  a 
fraction,  the  numerator  of  which  shall  be  the  weighted  full  time 
equivalency  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  approved  vocational-technical 
programs  of  the  city,  town,  regional  or  county  school  district, 
educational  collaborative  or  independent  vocational-technical 
school  in  the  previous  fiscal  year  and  the  denominator  of  which 
shall  be  the  weighted  full-time  equivalency  of  pupils  enrolled  in 
approved  vocational-technical  programs  of  all  cities,  towns,  regional 
and  county  school  districts,  educational  collaboratives  and  in- 
dependent vocational-technical  schools  in  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

Any  such  grant  so  made  available  to  a  regional  school  district, 
educational  collaborative  or  independent  vocational-technical 
school  shall  be  deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  such  district,  school 
or  educational  collaborative  to  be  expended  for  equipment 
purchases  for  approved  vocational-technical  programs.  Said  grants 
shall  be  apportioned  by  the  school  committee,  educational 
collaborative  board  or  board  of  trustees  of  independent  vo- 
cational-technical schools. 
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Section  16.  The  state  board  shall  establish  state  grants  for  the 
purpose  of  funding  the  development  of  new  and  the  modification 
of  existing  secondary  and  postsecondary  and  adult  vocational- 
technical  programs  to  reflect  new  and  evolving  technologies,  to 
help  satisfy  unmet  training  needs  of  existing  and  potential  employers 
and  industries,  or  to  otherwise  strengthen  the  economic  vitality  of 
the  commonwealth. 

The  commissioner,  in  consultation  with  the  secretary  of  economic 
affairs  and  the  secretary  of  labor,  under  the  direction  of  the  state 
board,  shall  establish  a  state  grant  incentive  program  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  cities,  towns,  regional  and  county  agricultural 
school  districts,  education  collaboratives  or  independent  vocational 
schools  to  create  new  or  modify  and  improve  existing  approved 
vocational-technical  secondary,  postsecondary  and  adult  programs. 

In  making  such  program  incentive  grants,  the  commissioner 
under  the  direction  of  the  state  board,  shall  take  into  consideration 
the  financial  ability  of  the  school  district  to  establish  new  programs, 
the  cost  of  released  staff  time  necessary  to  develop  new  curriculum, 
the  cost  of  training  existing  staff  in  new  and  evolving  technologies, 
the  cost  of  making  minor  modifications  to  existing  facilities  to 
accommodate  new  or  enhanced  programs,  the  costs  of  instructional 
materials  and  supplies,  and  the  cost  of  associated  equipment 
acquisition. 

Section  17.  The  state  board  shall  establish  basic  competency- 
based  vocational-technical  teacher  training  standards  which  shall 
serve  as  the  fundamental,  pedagogical  requirements  for  beginning 
vocational-technical  instructors.  The  board  shall  further  require 
that  all  persons  seeking  to  meet  the  board's  requirements  shall 
have  successfully  passed  performance  and  written  tests  in  areas  as 
determined  by  the  board  and  shall  have  successfully  completed  an 
approved  seminar  on  teaching  skills  and  methods. 

The  commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  shall 
encourage  the  establishment  of  a  two  year  certificate  program  and 
a  four  year  preservice  program  for  the  preparation  of  vocational- 
technical  teachers.  Said  board  shall  promulgate  regulations 
governing  the  administration  of  the  vocational-technical  education 
program  and  the  establishment  of  criteria  for  the  inclusion  of  the 
basic  and  two  year  programs. 

Section  18.  The  state  board  shall  establish  a  commonwealth 
vocational-technical  institute  to  provide  inservice  training  to 
supervisory  and  instructional  personnel  in  vocational-technical 
programs.  Such  training  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to, 
developing  programmatic  linkages  with  business  and  industry, 
restructuring  existing  mechanisms  to  provide  multimodal  training 
for  diverse  populations,  promoting  the  academic  competencies  of 
vocational-technical  instructors,  promoting  the  applied  teaching 
skills  of  academic  teachers  in  a  vocational-technical  educational 
setting,  competency-based  curriculum  development,  and  inte- 
gration of  math,  science  and  communication  with  vocational- 
technical  programs. 
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Section  18A.  The  state  board  shall  in  cooperation  with  the  board 
of  regents  establish  a  learning  and  teaching  center  to  promote 
vocational-technical  education,  to  provide  research  and  develop- 
ment capabilities,  to  serve  as  a  clearinghouse  and  network  host  for 
vocational-technical  information  and  services,  to  conduct  leader- 
ship development  and  training  programs,  and  to  provide  forums, 
workshops,  seminars  and  conferences  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
ways  to  improve  vocational-technical  education. 

Section  20.  The  state  treasurer  shall  be  the  custodian  of  federal 
funds  allocated  to  the  commonwealth  for  vocational-technical 
education.  The  funds  so  allocated  from  the  federal  government 
shall  be  expended  without  specific  appropriation  under  the  order 
or  the  approval  of  the  state  board. 

Section  21.  Subject  to  section  twenty-two,  the  funds  from 
appropriations  made  under  an  act  of  Congress  may  be  paid  out,  on 
requisition  of  the  state  board,  as  reimbursement  for  expenses 
already  incurred,  to  approved  schools. 

Section  22.  The  state  board  may  use  the  funds  appropriated 
under  an  act  of  Congress  as  supplementary  to  state  aid  for  salaries 
of  teachers  of  vocational-technical  subjects  in  schools  complying 
therewith.  It  may  also  use  such  funds  (1),  for  salaries  of  teachers 
giving  types  of  training  selected  by  it  as  especially  needing 
stimulus;  or  (2),  for  competency-based  programs  for  the  peda- 
gogical preparation  of  teachers  of  vocations  selected  by  it;  or  (3),  to 
arrange  with  schools  and  colleges  to  give  the  training  to  teachers  of 
vocations  under  its  supervision;  or  (4),  to  enable  local  school 
authorities  to  conduct,  under  its  supervision,  inservice  training  of 
vocational-technical  teachers;  or  (5),  for  travel  as  provided  for 
under  said  act  of  Congress.  Such  payments  shall  be  subject  to 
conditions  prescribed  by  said  board. 

Section  22D.  Said  state  board  is  hereby  directed  to  cooperate 
with  the  veterans  administration  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
federal  laws  and  regulations  relating  to  the  rehabilitation  of 
disabled  veterans;  to  establish  and  maintain  classes  or  courses  for 
training  as  it  is  deemed  advisable  and  necessary  for  the  education, 
training  and  rehabilitation  of  disabled  veterans  and  other  veterans; 
to  establish  and  maintain,  or  to  assist  in  establishing  or  maintaining, 
with  the  consent  of  the  commissioner  of  administration  and 
finance,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  governor,  training  facilities 
within  the  various  institutions  and  departments  of  the  federal 
government  and  of  the  commonwealth  or  any  political  subdivision 
thereof,  located  within  the  commonwealth;  to  cooperate  with  the 
veterans  administration  in  the  selectin  of  the  number  of  trainees  to 
be  placed  in  training,  or  otherwise  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
said  federal  laws  and  regulations. 

Section  22E.  Any  school  committee  or  board  of  trustees  for 
vocational-technical  education  may  elect  a  teacher  who  has  served 
in  its  schools  for  not  less  than  one  school  year  to  serve  at  its 
discretion  under  the  same  conditions  and  subject  to  the  same 
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limitations  as  is  provided  in  sections  forty-one,  forty-two,  forty-two 
A,  forty-two  D,  forty-three,  forty-three  A,  and  forty-three  B  of 
chapter  seventy-one,  which  sections  shall  also  apply  to  teachers  for 
education  programs  under  this  chapter.  The  provisions  of  chapter 
thirty-two  B,  section  one  hundred  C  of  chapter  forty-one,  sections 
thirty-seven  B,  thirty-eight  I,  forty,  forty-one  A  and  seventeen  D  of 
chapter  one  hundred  and  eighty  shall  also  apply  to  school 
personnel  granted  certificates  in  accordance  with  sections  thirty- 
eight  G  of  chapter  seventy-one  and  employed  for  vocational- 
technical  education  programs. 

Section  24.  Smith  Agricultural  School,  established  under  chapter 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  of  the  Special  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  shall  be  maintained  by  the  city  of  Northampton  as  a 
state-aided  approved  vocational-technical  school  under  and  subject 
to  sections  one  to  twenty-two  E,  inclusive;  provided,  that  the 
superintendents  of  said  school  shall  consist  of  the  mayor  and 
superintendent  of  schools  of  said  city,  ex  officiis,  and  three  other 
superintendents  to  be  elected  at  its  city  election  by  ballot,  as 
provided  in  the  will  of  Oliver  Smith,  and  that  said  superintendents 
shall  have  the  powers  of  local  trustees  elected  under  section  three. 
Upon  thedeath  or  resignation  of  an  elected  superintendent  of  said 
school  his/her  successor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  city  council  and  the 
remaining  superintendents  in  joint  convention,  who  shall  serve 
until  the  next  city  election. 

Section  24A.  The  state  board  and  the  board  of  regents  shall 
encourage  the  coordination  of  programs  between  public  secondary 
vocational-technical  school  districts  and  public  institutions  of 
higher  education.  Said  boards  shall  establish  policies  and  pro- 
cedures for  the  standardization  of  articulation  agreements  between 
the  aforementioned  institutions  and  that  said  boards  shall  meet 
annually  to  review  the  implementation  of  such  policies  arid 
procedures. 

Section  24B.  There  shall  be  established  a  technology  scholars 
program  and  trust  fund  for  the  purpose  of  providing  grants  to  high 
school  seniors  enrolled  in  vocational-technical  programs  who  are 
planning  to  attend  an  institution  of  higher  education  within  the 
commonwealth  in  pursuit  of  further  studies  in  a  high  demand 
technology  program.  The  Technology  Scholar  Trust  Fund  shall  be 
established  and  into  which  shall  be  credited  funds  received  from 
any  corporation,  whether  public  or  private,  and  from  any 
government,  including  legislative  appropriations,  for  the  purpose 
of  awarding  each  qualified  student  selected  as  a  technology  scholar 
with  a  grant  of  up  to  one  thousand  dollars.  Upon  receipt,  such 
funds  shall  be  deposited  in  the  state  treasury  and  credited  to  the 
trust  fund,  and  may  be  expended  for  the  purpose  of  this  section, 
after  consultation  with  the  Technology  Scholar  Advisory  Council. 
Based  upon  rules  and  regulations,  the  board  of  education  shall 
nominate  as  Technology  Scholars  public  vocational-technical  high 
school  students  from  each  school  district  in  consultation  with  the 
Technology  Scholar  Advisory  Council. 
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The  governor  shall  appoint  a  Technology  Scholar  Advisory 
Council,  which  shall  consist  of  nine  members  with  equal  re- 
presentation from  public  vocational-technical  schools,  higher 
education  institutions  with  technology  programs  and  business  and 
industry.  Members  shall  serve  without  compensation. 

Section  24D.  The  commissioner,  under  guidelines  developed  by 
the  state  board,  subject  to  appropriation,  may  award  grants  for  the 
development  of  school-to-work  transition  programs  to  serve 
districts  with  secondary  schools  which  have  high  concentrations  of 
low  income  students  or  high  concentrations  of  students  likely  to 
drop  out  of  school.  The  commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the 
state  board,  shall  establish  criteria  for  the  application  of  funds 
under  this  section  in  consultation  with  the  secretary  of  labor  and 
the  secretary  of  economic  affairs.  These  grants  are  to  be  matched 
by  the  recipient  from  local,  federal  or  private  sources;  provided 
further,  that  the  state  board  may  determine  the  percentage  match 
required  on  an  individual  grant  basis. 

SECTION  3.  Said  chapter  74  of  the  General  Laws,  as  so  appearing, 
is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  section  37A  and  putting  in 
place  thereof  the  following  section: — 

Section  37 A.  If  a  school  committee  or  the  board  of  trustees  of 
any  industrial,  technical,  agricultural  or  vocational-technical  school 
subject  to  this  chapter  determines  that  sufficient  need  exists  in  such 
school  for  a  program  or  programs  beyond  secondary  school  level 
and  designed  to  prepare  students  for  greater  opportunities  for 
employment  in  industrial,  agricultural  and  technical  occupations,  it 
may  submit  in  writing  its  plan  for  such  program  or  programs  to  the 
board  of  regents.  Upon  the  written  approval  of  said  plans  by  said 
board,  such  school  committee  or  board  of  trustees  may  establish  n 
and  maintain  such  extended  programs  of  instruction  on  a  technical 
institute  level,  and  public  funds  may  be  appropriated  for  said 
purpose;  provided,  that  such  programs  of  instruction  conform  to 
such  standards  as  said  trustees  may  establish  and  maintain  under 
the  general  regulations  of  the  board.  Any  such  school  may  use  the 
designation  "technical  institute"  with  respect  to  the  maintenance 
of  such  programs  at  such  school,  and  the  school,  and  the  school 
committee  or  trustees  of  such  school  may,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  state  board  and  the  board  of  regents,  grant  the  degree  of 
Associate  in  Applied  Science  to  person  who  complete  such 
program  or  program  of  instruction.  Tuition  fees  in  an  amount 
approved  by  the  commissioner  of  education  may  be  charged  to 
students  enrolled  in  a  program  leading  to  the  degree  of  Associate 
in  Applied  Science  offered  by  any  such  school. 

This  section  shall  not  be  applicable  to  community  colleges. 

SECTION  4.  In  fiscal  year  nineteen  hundred,  eighty-nine  and 
again  in  fiscal  year  nineteen  hundred  ninety  the  general  court  shall 
appropriate  ten  million  dollars  for  grants  for  modernizing  equip- 
ment in  vocational-technical  programs  in  high  occupational 
demand  under  section  15  of  said  chapter  74. 
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SECTION  5.  Five  million  dollars  shall  be  appropriated  in  fiscal 
year  nineteen  hundred,  eighty-nine,  and  in  fiscal  year  nineteen 
hundred  ninety  and  in  each  fiscal  year  thereafter  for  program 
incentive  grants  under  section  16  of  said  chapter  74. 

SECTION  6.  The  sum  of  eight  million,  eight  hundred  thirty 
thousand,  three  hundred  forty  dollars  shall  be  appropriated  in 
fiscal  year  nineteen  hundred  eighty-nine  for  aid  received  under 
section  3A  of  said  chapter  74. 
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Tfoe  Gommonwealth  of  THassachusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDREDl 
AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN  ACT   ESTABLISHING  AN  INCENTIVE  GRANT  PROGRAM  1 
TO  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  TO  PROVIDE  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  IN 
THE  LEAST  RESTRICTIVE  ENVIRONMENT 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.95 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  71 B  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the 
1986  Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  section 
11  the  following  section:  — 

Section  11A.  There  is  hereby  established  a  discretionary  grant 
program  to  be  called  the  special  education  incentive  grant  program. 
Subject  to  appropriation,  the  board  of  education  annually  may 
award  grants  to  school  committees  and  to  educational  collaborates 
for  the  purpose  of  funding  planning  costs  and  start-up  programs 
serving  special  needs  students  in  public  schools  and  collaborative 
programs,  who  would  otherwise  receive  their  special  education  in 
private  day  or  residential  special  education  programs.  Funds 
awarded  under  the  special  education  incentive  grant  program  may 
be  used  for  program  planning,  salaries  of  special  education 
teachers,  administrators  or  other  support  staff,  training  of  personnel, 
or  such  other  purposes  as  may  be  determined  by  the  board  as 
necessary  to  permit  special  educational  programs  to  begin 
operation.  Grant  payments  received  by  school  committees  under 
this  section  shall  be  deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  such  city,  town, 
collaborative  or  regional  school  district  and  held  as  a  separate 
account  and  shall  be  expended  by  the  school  committee  or 
collaborative  board  of  such  city,  town,  collaborative  or  regional 
school  district  without  appropriation,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
visions of  section  fifty-three  of  chapter  forty-four,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  special  education  incentive  grant. 
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The  Qommonwealth  of  Wlassachusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN  ACT  ESTABLISHING  ADDITIONAL  ASSISTANCE 
EDUCATING  FOR  STUDENTS  WHOSE  FIRST  LANGUAGE  IS  NOT 
ENGLISH 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.96 

SECTION  1.  The  first  paragraph  of  section  2A  of  chapter  70  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  1986  Official  Edition,  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  following  sentence: — 

(6)  a  pupil  whose  first  language  is  not  English  who  is  not  enrolled 
in  a  program  of  transitional  bilingual  education,  but  who  is 
receiving  auxiliary  services  pursuant  to  standards  established  by  the 
board  of  education,  shall  be  assigned  a  pupil  weight  of  1.40. 

SECTION  2.  The  second  paragraph  of  said  section  four  of  said 
chapter  seventy,  as  so  appearing,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
after  subparagraph  (e)  the  following  subparagraph:  — 

(f)  certification  that  pupils  whose  first  language  is  not  English  who 
are  not  enrolled  in  programs  of  transitional  bilingual  education, 
but  who  are  reported  under  section  2A  as  receiving  auxiliary 
services,  have  received  said  services  pursuant  to  standards  esta- 
blished by  the  board  of  education. 

SECTION  3.  Section  2  of  chapter  70A  of  the  General  Laws  is 
hereby  amended  by  striking  the  definition  of  "sum  of  weighted  full 
time  equivalent  pupils,  in  cities,  towns  or  regional  school  districts  in 
classifications  of  school  districts  other  than  vocational  schools," 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  definition:  — 

"Sum  of  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupils,  in  cities,  towns  or 
regional  school  districts  in  classification  of  school  districts  other 
than  vocational  schools,"  the  number  of  full-time  equivalent  pupils 
enrolled  in  regular  day,  special  needs,  vocational  or  transitional 
bilingual  education  programs  multiplied  by  the  pupil  weight  cost 
factor  for  the  program  or  programs  in  which  the  pupil  is  enrolled  as 
set  forth  in  section  two  A  of  chapter  seventy,  except  that  a  full-time 
equivalent  pupil  enrolled  in  a  transitional  bilingual  education 
program  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  seventy-one 
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A  and  the  regulations  promulgated  thereunder  shall  be  assigned  a 
pupil  weight  of  2.00,  the  additional  weight  for  low  income  pupils 
shall  be  1 .00  and  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil  whose  first  language  is 
not  English  who  is  not  enrolled  in  a  program  of  transitional 
bilingual  education,  but  who  is  receiving  auxiliary  services  pursuant 
to  standards  established  by  the  board  of  education  shall  be  2.00. 

SECTION  4.  Said  section  two  of  said  chapter  seventy  A,  as  so 
appearing,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  the  definition  of 
"sum  of  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupils  in  cities,  towns,  { 
regional  school  districts  and  independent  vocational  schools  in  the 
vocational  school  classification  of  school  districts,"  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  following  definition: — 

"sum  of  weighted  full-time  equivalent  pupils  in  cities,  towns, 
regional  school  districts  and  independent  vocational  schools  in  the 
vocational  school  classification  of  school  districts,"  the  number  of 
full-time  equivalent  pupils  enrolled  in  regular  day,  special  needs, 
vocational  or  transitional  bilingual  education  programs  multiplied 
by  the  pupil  weight  cost  factor  for  the  program  or  programs  in 
which  the  pupil  is  enrolled  as  set  forth  in  section  two  A  of  chapter 
seventy,  except  that  a  full-time  equivalent  pupil  enrolled  in  a 
vocational  education  program  shall  be  assigned  a  pupil  weight  of 
1.00,  a  pupil  enrolled  in  a  transitional  bilingual  education  program 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  seventy-one  A  and  the 
regulations  promulgated  thereunder  shall  be  assigned  a  pupil 
weight  of  2.00,  the  additional  weight  for  low  income  students  as 
determined  by  the  board  shall  be  1.00  and  a  full-time  equivalent 
pupil  whose  first  language  is  not  English  who  is  not  enrolled  in  a 
program  of  transitional  bilingual  education,  but  who  is  receiving 
auxiliary  services  pursuant  to  standards  established  by  the  board  of 
education,  shall  be  2.00." 

SECTION  5.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  deemed  to  abridge  or 
otherwise  limit  the  right  of  children  of  limited  English-speaking 
ability  to  receive  appropriate  instruction  in  a  program  of  transitional 
bilingual  education  under  chapter  71A  of  the  General  Laws. 
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Tfoe  Gommonw ealth  of  IfYlassachusetts 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-EIGHT 


AN  ACT    REGARDING  THE  FILING  OF  REPORTS  BY  THE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  ADVISORY  COUNCIL 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as 
follows: 


H.97 


SECTION  1.  Section  54  of  chapter  15  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
appearing  in  the  1986  Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  the  last  paragraph  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following  paragraph:  — 

The  board  shall  appoint  a  state  advisory  council  on  early 
childhood  education.  Members  of  the  advisory  council  may 
include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  teachers,  parents,  representatives  of 
state  human  service  agencies,  higher  education,  business,  labor 
and  government.  Council  members  shall  be  broadly  representative 
of  the  racial  and  ethnic  diversity  of  the  commonwealth.  The 
advisory  council  shall  be  charged  with  conducting  a  comprehensive 
study  of  future  trends  in  early  childhood  education  and  day  care, 
including  the  provision  of  services  to  children  from  birth  to  age 
three,  and  shall  report  their  findings  to  the  board  by  January  first, 
nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  every  second  year 
thereafter.  In  addition,  the  advisory  council  shall  review  early 
childhood  program  evaluations,  certifications  and  program 
standards,  and  make  recommendations  to  the  board  on  needed 
program  changes.  The  board  shall  report  on  the  progress  of  the 
early  childhood  grant  program  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
general  court  by  filing  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  the  house  of 
representatives  and  the  clerk  of  the  senate  on  or  before  June 
thirtieth,  of  each  year. 
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